Press Release Template

Insert date ______, 2011

For immediate release

Insert town _______, IL – Insert nominee’s name/position__________ in insert nominee’s district _________ recently was honored with a Distinguished Service Award of Merit/of Excellence (choose the appropriate designation) by the Illinois Chapter of the National School Public Relations Association (INSPRA).
The statewide Distinguished Service Award program honors individuals who have consistently gone above and beyond on behalf of their schools, and whose efforts have enhanced education and conveyed its importance to the community at large. Distinguished Service Award winners are public relations ambassadors who have made a positive impact on communication and education. Award categories include Administrator, Board of Education member, Parent, Community Member, Support Staff, and Team.
Insert nominee’s name ________ has been recognized in the insert category ______ category for … (Insert description of project or program for which nominee is being recognized.)

Insert nominee’s name________ received his/her award at INSPRA’s awards luncheon on Friday, May 6, at the Park Ridge Country Club, located at 636 North Prospect Avenue in Park Ridge, IL. The Distinguished Service Awards were presented by INSPRA President Bridget McGuiggan; Dick Johnson, NBC 5 Reporter & Anchor, served as the Master of Ceremonies.
At the awards luncheon, INSPRA recognized Distinguished Service Award of Excellence winners Ave Berkshire, John Downer, and Vicky Ter Bush from Salt Creek School District 48 as the Public Relations Ambassadors of the Year. The three co-chaired the 175 anniversary of Salt Creek School District 48. The yearlong, multi-faceted celebration was credited with bringing the entire community – past and present – together and increasing goodwill and understanding of the school district.
In addition, INSPRA named Schaumburg School District 54 Community Relations Director Terri McHugh the 2011 recipient of the Distinguished Communicator Award. Robin Smith Kollman, public relations facilitator for Libertyville Elementary School District 70, was also recognized as a nominee for the honor.

McHugh is a past INSPRA president who is now chair of the National School Public Relations Association’s Membership/Professional Development Task Force. It was also noted that she mentors new school public relations professionals and runs a highly-successfully school public relations department.

McHugh’s colleagues emphasized that she “…exemplifies the professional practices of school public relations and has shared her time and talent through countless volunteer hours.”

Kollman was recognized for her passion for enhancing communication throughout the District 70 community and her commitment to keeping the community informed about the school district. She was praised for her skillful writing and her talent for building relationships with the district’s many stakeholders. 

Established in 2007, the Distinguished Communicator Award, formerly known as the INSPRA Public Relations Professional of the Year, is one of the highest and most prestigious honors presented by  INSPRA.  Its purpose is to recognize an INSPRA member for a career that exemplifies the professional practices of school public relations and deserves recognition for an outstanding body of work sustained over time. 

